
SECO}ID LEGISLATUR.E OF THE STATE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION, ] ' IAY 2ND

T R U K  S T A T E  L A W  N C .  5 - 6 '

A C T  N O ,  2 - 6 5

OF TRUK

1 9 8 3

AN ACT

T o  a m e n d  T r u k  S t a t e  L a w  N o .  5 - 3 2 ,  t h e  S t a t e  J u d i c i a r y  A c t  o f
L 9 8 2 ,  a n d  f o r  o t h e r  p u r P o s e s .

B e  i t  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  T r u k  S c a t e .

S e c t i o n  1 .  S e c t i o n  1 2  o f  T r u k  S t a t e  L a w  N o .  5 - 3 2 ,  t h e

S t a t e  J u d i c i a r y  A c t  o f  L 9 8 2 ,  i s  h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

" s e c t i o n  1 2 .  C o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  D i v i s i o n s  o f  S t a r e  C o u r t

T h e  S t a t e  C o u r t  i s  a  c o u r t  o f  r e c o r d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  T r i a l

D i v i s i o n  a n d  a n  A p p e l l a t e  D i v i s i o n .  T h e  A p p e l l a t e  D i v i s i o n

o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o u r t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o u r t  i n  t h e  S t a t e .

T h e  S t a t e  C o u r t  s h a l l  c o n s i s E  o f  a  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  a n d  t h r e e

A s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e s .  E a c h  J u s t i c e  i s  a  m e r n b e r  o f  b o t h  t h e

T r i a l  D i v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  A p p e l l a t e  D i v i s i o n ,  e x c e o t  t h a L

s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  T r i a l  D i v i s i o n  m a y  b e  h e l d  b y  o n e  J u s t i c e .

T h e  n u r n b e r  o f  A s s o c i a t . e  J u s t i c e s  m a y  b e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  l a w

u p o n  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e A  r e t i r e d  J u s t i c e  m a y

s e r v e  c e m p o r a r i l y  o n  t h e  S t a t e  C o u r t  a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e

C h i e f  J u s t i c e .  "

S e c t i o n  2 .  S e c t i o n  1 3  o f  T r u k  S t a t e  L a r v  N o .  5 - 3 2 ,  i s

h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

" S e c t i o n  1 3 .  O u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  S t a c e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e s

A  p e r s o n  n o m i n a t e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  o r

A s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e  o f  t . h e  S t a t e  C o u r t  s h a l l  b e  a  c i t i z e n  o f

t h e  F e d e r a t e d  S t a t e s  o f  l ' f i c r o n e s i a  a n d  a  T r u k e s e  b y  b i r t h ,

b e  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  h a v e  b e e n  a  r e s i d e n t

o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  c w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  a n d  f i v e  y e a r s

i n r n e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  a p p o i n t r n e n t ,  a n d  e i t h e r  b e  a

g r a d u a t e  f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  l a w  s c h o o l ,  a n d  b e  a d n i t t e d  t o



triE
t

A C T  N O .  2 - 6 5

Ehe  p rac t i ce  o f  l aw  i n  any  j u r i sd i c t i on  o r  be  o f

equ i va len t  compe tence  ob ta ined  th rough  a t  l eas t  e igh t

yea rs  expe r i ence  i n  p rac t i c i ng  l aw  o r  se rv i ce  as  a

j u d g e .  "

S e c t i o n  3 .  S e c t i o n  L 7  o f  T r u k  S t a t e  L a w  N o .  5 - 3 2 ,  i s

he reby  amended  to  read  as  f o l l ows :

" S e c t i o n  1 7 .  J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  A p p e l l a t e  D i v i s i o n

o f  t he  S ta te  Cou r t .  The  Appe l l a te  D i v i s i on  o f  t he  S ta te

Cour t  sha l l  have  j u r i sd i c t i on  t o  rev iew  a l l  dec i s i ons

appea led  f rom the  T r i a l  D i v i s j - on  and  sha l l  adop t  Appe l l a te

Ru les  o f  P rocedu res  gove rn ing  such  rev iew .  A  s ing le  Jus t i ce ,

excep t  t he  T r i a l  Jus t i ce  who  hea rd  t he  case ,  may  make

a l l  necessa ry  o rde rs  conce rn ing  any  appea l  f o r  wan t  o f

j u r i sd i c t i on ,  o r  f a i l u re  t o  t ake  o r  P rosecu te  t he  appea l

i n  acco rdance  w i th  t he  app l i cab le  l aw  o r  ru les  o f  p ro -

cedu re .  No  Jus t i ce  may  s i t  w i t h  t he  Appe l l a te  D i v i s i on

in  a  case  hea rd  by  h im  i n  t he  T r i a l  D i v i s i on .  A t  l eas t

t h ree  Jus t i ces  sha l l  hea r  and  dec ide  aopea l s .  Dec i s i on

i s  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  s i t t i n g . "

Sec t i on  4 .  E f f ec t i ve  Da te .  Th i s  Ac t sha11  take  e f f ec t

upon approval

such  app rova l .

b the Governor ,  or  uPon i ts  becoming 1aw wi thout
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